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Unfortunately, Peter has been 
struck down with COVID and is 
taking a rest. We wish him a 
speedy recovery.

Get well soon Peter!

Chairman: Peter Carefoot

Secretary’s Scribble Steve Donohoe 
I have space to fill! By the way, 
if any members fancy writing an 
article for the newsletter, please 
do. Send your contributions to 
me and I’ll try to incorporate 
them.

This season appears to be 
shaping up to be a good one for 
honey. Of course, we aren’t 
there yet. If the ground dries up 
and nectar stops the bees could 
start to eat all of that golden 
goodness currently piling up in 
supers. I had to buy another ten 
supers recently because I’ve 
run out - they are all on hives 
and nectar continues to flow. 
Thanks to Modern Beekeeping 
(Paul Beardmore) for prompt 
delivery and great service.

Swarming is still happening but 
I think most of it has died down 
now. If you need help with 
collecting a swarm you can find 
your nearest help here:
https://www.bbka.org.uk/find-a-
local-swarm-collector

This is often a good time of the 
year for queens to mate, so if 
you want to try raising queens 
or making ‘splits’ it could be 
worth a try. The last issue of 
Cheshire Beekeeper (the 
Cheshire BKA newsletter) has 
an article by Graham Royle on 
raising queens without any 
advanced techniques.

Enjoy the sunshine!

https://www.bbka.org.uk/find-a-local-swarm-collector
https://www.bbka.org.uk/find-a-local-swarm-collector


Who’s on the Committee?
Peter Carefoot - Chair

Paul Wheeldon - Vice Chair & 
Library

David Lilley - Apiary Manager

Vacant - Assistant Apiary Manager

Tricia Watkins - Programme and 
Events Manager

Sue Payge - Honey Show 
Manager

Alan Towse - Education Secretary

Brian Gee

Liz Sparkes

Alistair Taylor - Treasurer

Steve Donohoe - Secretary

Mark Davis

Dermot Carty - Asst. Apiary Mngr
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Next Committee Meeting
TBC

Woodbank Meeting Room
(Committee members only)

From The Apiary Peter Carefoot 
I have been patiently waiting for 
three virgin queens to return from 
mating, and I am delighted they 
have all returned and are laying 
well. Time will tell whether they 
are good queens, but they are all 
from good stock, so there is a 
chance they will be. All have been 
on the four-week mark to start 
laying from when the workers 
sealed the cell. One of the 
queens needed a test frame from 
a support nuc. Sometimes, all 
that is needed is a frame of brood 
to set her off laying. It is the smell 
of the mixed brood that is the 
starting gun. Well, that's what I 
think happens. 

The green queen in another hive 
reminds me of the Green Man 
from early folklore. Having seen 
off the white dot queen that 
cohabited with her throughout the 
winter, she is now regenerated 
and laying well. She is an old girl, 
so I hope the bees will attempt a 
supersedure in good time to get 
through the coming winter. Or, I 
might wait a week or two and 
make up a split. I have given up 
on any honey from this colony, so 
it is feed and breed time. I am 
rather fond of this queen and will 
not be squidging her whatever 
happens next.

There has been a short June gap 
here in Glossop. The weather has 
been dry and breezy, and the 
nectar forage has been poor. 

Also, pollen loads have been 
small. There have been some 
showers of rain, but proper rain is 
needed. Things are improving, 
but I expect a reduced honey 
crop. I might be relying on the 
Himalayan Balsam to bail me out. 

After reading the blog ‘Bad 
Behaviour’ by The Apiarist, I have 
decided to replace one of my 
queens. The hive is not pleasant 
to check. The bees rise from the 
frames and then cluster around 
the lugs, and there are a lot of 
bees. It's not that the bees are 
very aggressive and stinging. But 
I am apprehensive when I open 
up and tend to check this colony 
on my own. 

The long hive has a new queen, 
and she is laying well. I put in two 
new frames without foundation, 
and the bees quickly made the 
comb. The queen prefers a new 
comb and starts to lay eggs even 
as the bees construct the comb 
and store honey in an arch 
around her. The wax makers draw 
the comb very quickly in the 
middle of the brood nest with 
frames of sealed brood on either 
side. On the fringes of the nest, 
they are not so enthusiastic. With 
no lifting, placid bees, and 
watching the bees' behaviour in 
horizontal space, the long hive is 
my favourite.

Peter Carefoot

FOR SALE
One 5 frame nucleus colony of bees £170. They are in a poly 
nuc hive. If you want to keep the poly nuc, the combined price 
is £210. Otherwise, please return the poly box to me once your 
bees are installed.
 
Jonathan Tan                           Jonathandavidtan@yahoo.co.uk 
                                                 07398242476

89 The Crescent 
Davenport 
Stockport
SK3 8SL
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